SQC Biodiversity Action Plan Template
The Biodiversity Action Plan must include a map showing the location of areas or features important to biodiversity on and around the farm.
Complete the table below for any applicable biodiversity features present on or around the farm. Examples are included for guidance.

Farm Name ………………………………………………………………………………………
Main land type (as defined by the Whole Farm Plan). Please tick one:
	Cropped Land
	☐	Grassland
	☐	Woodland
	☐	Upland and Peatland
	☐	Other
	☐


	Biodiversity Feature
	Description of Provision
	Management Actions
	Potential Disruption or Risk
	Disruption or Risk Mitigation Measures
	Monitoring Plan

	Hedges






	e.g. Native species hedge providing shelter and food
	e.g. Trim every 2–3 years, avoid nesting season
	e.g. Over-trimming, loss of nesting sites
	e.g. Don’t trim in nesting season, maintain native species
	e.g. Annual visual inspection

	Field Margins







	e.g. Wildflower strips for pollinators
	e.g. No pesticide use, seasonal mowing
	e.g. Encroachment, pesticide drift
	e.g. Establish buffer zones, signage
	e.g. Pollinator counts biannually

	Extensive Pasture







	e.g. Low-intensity grazing supports diverse flora
	e.g. Rotational grazing, no reseeding
	e.g. Overgrazing, soil compaction
	e.g. Grazing schedule, rest periods
	e.g. Vegetation surveys annually




	Biodiversity Feature
	Description of Provision
	Management Actions
	Potential Disruption or Risk
	Disruption or Risk Mitigation Measures
	Monitoring Plan

	Ponds/Lochs







	e.g. Standing water for amphibians and insects
	e.g. Maintain water levels, control invasive species
	e.g. Pollution, drying out
	e.g. Water quality management, fencing
	e.g. Water testing biannually

	
Streams/Rivers/
Burns






	e.g. Buffer zones
	e.g. Prevent erosion, maintain vegetation
	e.g. Bank erosion, contamination
	e.g. Stabilise banks, restrict livestock access
	e.g. Health checks annually

	Marsh/Bog/
Wetlands






	e.g. Wetland habitat for birds and insects
	e.g. Avoid drainage, monitor water quality
	e.g. Drainage, nutrient runoff
	e.g. Install silt traps, maintain hydrology
	e.g. Wetland condition assessment annually

	Woodland







	e.g. Mixed native woodland
	e.g. Avoid felling, manage invasive species
	e.g. Encroachment, invasive species
	e.g. Buffer strips, invasive species control
	e.g. Tree health and species survey biannually

	Other




	
	
	
	
	



